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Introduction 

This Information Bulletin is issued as part of the Netherlands Programmes Sustainable Biomass and 
gives an overview of recent developments of the production and certification of sustainable biomass. 
There is a specific focus on presenting the facts and figures in the policy area that are of interest to 
implement sustainable biomass around the world, specifically in developing countries, and to realise 
certification schemes.  
 
The Dutch policy on biomass and biobased economy is strongly inclined to a sustainable worldwide 
production and use of biomass. In 2008, the Dutch government launched the Sustainable Biomass 
Fund and as part of the Innovation Agenda, the programme on Sustainable Biomass Import. The 
Netherlands Programmes Sustainable Biomass bundle the knowledge from the biomass-project 
portfolio of NL Agency and fill the knowledge gaps with supplementary research. The mission of 
the NPSB is to make biomass production sustainable, in order to facilitate the transition to a bio-
based economy.  
 
The results of the biomass-project portfolio and the supplementary research must be evaluated in the 
broader framework of the development of a sustainable society, the growth of the economy and 
population, and changing global relationships and markets. The NPSB also monitor the influence of 
policy decisions in the Netherlands, Europe and other countries on the market of the NPSB focus 
countries and the biomass market in general. The combination of this knowledge leads to analyses 
and advice for governments and relevant stakeholders. This information bulletin is one of the means 
to do that. And of course this knowledge is also applied directly in the NPSB projects. 
This Information Bulletin summarises the relevant news items and reports issued in the last three 
months. From these developments, NL Agency observes general trends, that are described in the 
first chapter.  The Information Bulletin will be issued about every three months.  
 
The team of NL Agency for Sustainable Biomass 
 



 
 

NPSB Information bulletin nr. 3 2010  4 

General trends 

Increasing feedstock and biofuels production and use in Africa 

Although conditions in Africa are beneficial for biofuels production, i.e. abundant arable land and 
labour, so far only a few countries have introduced biofuel policies. South Africa was the first 
African country to introduce a biofuels policy, which aims to reach a 2% share of biofuels in 
national liquid fuels supply. Feedstocks will be soya, canola, and sunflower for biodiesel production, 
and sugarcane and sugar beet for ethanol production. These crops are initially to be cultivated on 
unused land. In 2009, Mozambique approved a national biofuels policy, which will introduce B2 and 
E5 blends. Ethanol crops will be sugarcane and sorghum and for biodiesel feedstocks will be 
jatropha and coconut. Angola adopted its new biofuels policy in March 2010, which main focus is it 
to help attract foreign investment. Malawi has introduced an obligatory E10 blend and plans to 
reintroduce a 20% blending standard for ethanol. Government plans in Nigeria call for the 
development of 20 ethanol plants, using sugarcane and cassava, to be built around the country.  
 
With the right support climate (i.e. policy environment, financial situation and incentives) in place, 
some African countries are succeeding in securing foreign investment into feedstock and biofuels 
production. Production of feedstocks and biofuels in Africa is growing, both for use in national 
markets and for export as a result of increasing international demand for biofuels. In Southern 
Africa, most interest for large scale investment comes from European companies, often with 
technical support from Brazil. Brazil has signed several bilateral cooperation agreements with 
members of the South Africa Development Community (SADC), which are mainly interested in 
local blending and regional export of biofuels. In the field of jatropha, several foreign companies are 
starting plantations and processing facilities in, among others, Mozambique, Tanzania, Ghana, and 
Ethiopia. From the viewpoint of increasing the use of renewable energy sources and reducing the 
dependence on oil imports, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia are studying the possibilities for using 
recycled used cooking oils as a feedstock for biodiesel. Agricultural waste and oil from trees are 
other feedstocks that are gaining interest in this region. However, it is uncertain how many of the 
planned African biofuel projects, especially the ones that are export-oriented, will actually be 
realised considering the impact of the global economic crisis on proposed investments. (summary of 
the article ‘One step forward, two steps back’ in Biofuels International, Volume 4, Issue 8)  
 

Sustainability systems applying for recognition by the European Commission 

According to the European Renewable Energy Directive (EU-RED, 2009/28/EC), biofuels must 
meet the sustainability criteria set by this directive, if these biofuels are to be counted towards the 
10% renewable energy target in transport energy use by 2020. Currently, a broad range of 
sustainability systems (often certification systems) are being developed by companies (e.g. 
Abengoa) and by multi-stakeholder initiatives, such as the Roundtables that have been established 
for various crops. These systems can be used to prove that biofuels meet (part of) the EU-RED 
sustainability criteria. Several of these systems are in the stage of making preparations for 
complying with the EU-RED requirements and for application for recognition by the European 
Commission. Some of them have already done so, for example the Better Sugarcane Initiative (BSI), 
the International Sustainability and Carbon Certification (ISCC), Roundtable on Sustainable Palm 
Oil (RSPO), and the Roundtable on Responsible Soy (RTRS). It is expected that the first 
sustainability systems, which are referred to as ‘voluntary schemes’ in EU legislation, will be 
recognised by the European Commission within a few months. Some schemes have already obtained 
recognition by a national government, i.e. ISCC and REDcert in Germany. The Netherlands has 
developed an assessment protocol based on the RED requirements from the viewpoint of granting 

http://www.biofuels-news.com/content_item_details.php?item_id=356
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national recognition to sustainability systems that are in compliance. Most EU member states will 
probably not have granted national recognition to sustainability systems by 2011. 
 

Ongoing discussion on Indirect Land-Use Change (ILUC) 

The benefits of feedstock and biofuels production in several developing countries have often been 
highlighted, such as the alleviation of poverty, local utilisation of renewable energy sources, and the 
use of underutilised, abandoned or degraded land for cultivation. At the same time, the concerns 
about sustainability have gained attention as well. For example, Africa News reported in September 
about the displacement of 3,000 people in Zambia as a result of large-scale production of jatropha.  
 
Moreover, the discussion in Indirect Land-Use Change (ILUC) and the associated greenhouse gas 
emission and biodiversity effects is still ongoing. ILUC refers to the situation when the use of 
existing arable land changes from food and animal feed production to production of feedstocks for 
biofuels and the subsequent displacement of production of the existing food and animal feed 
production (the demand for these do not change) into new areas, such as forests or grasslands. 
Conversion of forest or grassland to agricultural land can lead to very significant releases of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) to the atmosphere. As a result of ILUC, the greenhouse gas benefits of biofuels 
replacing fossil fuels could be significantly minimised. However, it has not been figured out yet how 
to monitor, forecast, and prevent ILUC. With regard to ILUC, appropriate measures and policies on 
global, regional and local level are needed, both in terms of law and of implementation. In the view 
of the ongoing discussion on ILUC, the European Commission commissioned several scientific 
studies on this topic and asked for advice in its public consultation, which closed at the end of  
October, 2010. 
 
According to FO Licht, in Africa and other developing countries, the ILUC discussion could create a 
non-tariff trade barrier for biofuels from developing countries or destroy an upcoming industry that 
could offer significant development opportunities to these countries. In December 2010, IUCN will 
publish a review on ILUC in developing countries, commissioned by NL Agency.  

http://www.africanews.com/site/Zambia_3000_displaced_due_to_jatropha_growing/list_messages/34895
http://www.agra-net.com/portal2/home.jsp?template=pubarticle&artid=1280910935509&pubid=ag072
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1 Policy discussions and announcements 

1.1 European Commission: Public consultation on Indirect Land-Use 
Change (ILUC) 

From July 30th until October 31st 2010, the European Commission organised a broad consultation on 
the issue of Indirect Land-Use Change (ILUC) related to the use of biofuels. The EC sought advice 
on both the scale and characteristics of the problem, as well as, if the scale of the problem is 
significant enough, how it should be addressed, i.e. concrete policy options. The European 
Commission has issued several studies on the topic, which could be used by interested parties as a 
basis for their contributions.   

1.2 World: GFRA asks FAO to clarify impact oil prices on food security 

In September, the Global Renewable Fuels Alliance (GFRA) asked the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO) of the UN to clarify the impact that crude oil prices have on food pricing. 
According to the GRFA, the high fluctuations in crude oil prices combined with the reliance on 
crude oil imports lead to strong fluctuations in food prices. Crude oil prices, besides other 
influencing factors, like drought, energy prices and trade restrictions, have a disproportional impact 
on food prices. This applies specifically to 37 of the 44 poorest countries in the world, which are net 
oil importers. According to the GFRA, biofuels may reduce this dependence of developing countries 
on imported oil. 
 
 

2 Sustainability certification of biomass 

2.1 Abengoa: Development and implementation of own RBSA Standard 

In October, Abengoa Bioenergy announced the development and implementation of its own 
sustainability system, with which to demonstrate the sustainability of their biofuel production and 
distribution operations in Europe. The so-called RED Bioenergy Sustainability Assurance scheme 
(RBSA Standard) establishes requirements for the fulfillment of the RED criteria along the entire 
production line, from agricultural production to the end consumer, with a global geographic sphere. 
The RBSA Standard will be submitted for recognition by the European Commission.  
 

2.2 ISPO: Indonesia implements its own sustainable palm oil certification 

In August, Indonesia announced that the country will implement its own sustainable palm oil 
certification in 2011, the Indonesia Sustainable Palm Oil (ISPO) certifcation system. The next 
months pilot projects will be executed, involving market participants including palm producers and 
major palm buyers, including the U.S. and the European Union. Plantation companies involved in 
the trial include major producers PT London Sumatra Indonesia, PT Musim Mas, PT Hindoli, PT 
Asian Agri Group, the Sinar Mas Group, PT Astra Agro Lestari and PT Bakrie Sumatera Plantations 
(UNSP.JK). The ISPO would be the second certification program for the palm crop after the 
Roundtable of Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). 
 
 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/consultations/2010_10_31_iluc_and_biofuels_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/consultations/2010_10_31_iluc_and_biofuels_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/renewables/consultations/2010_10_31_iluc_and_biofuels_en.htm
http://www.globalrfa.org/pr_092410.php
http://www.abengoabioenergy.com/corp/web/en/acerca_de/sala_de_prensa/historico/2010/bio_20101019.html
http://www.abengoabioenergy.com/corp/web/en/acerca_de/sala_de_prensa/historico/2010/bio_20101019.html
http://www.palmoilhq.com/PalmOilNews/indonesia-plans-green-palm-oil-certification-in-2011-report/
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2.3 ISCC: Tools for certification, Technical Committee and new certification 
bodies  

In het period August – November 2010, several developments occurred within the International 
Sustainability and Carbon Certification System (ISCC). The ISCC has developed several tools for 
facilitating the certification process, such as a checklist for users in order to prepare audits. 
Furthermore, ISCC established a Technical Committee in Latin America with the objective of 
reflecting the experience with the ISCC certification system in Latin America and also addressing 
arising challenges in the audit process. So far, 17 organisation from Brazil, Argentina, Peru and 
Guatemala have declared their interest in participating. Moreover, ISCC signed additional co-
operation agreements with a number of recognised certification bodies, which brings the total 
number of certification bodies that are working with the ISCC system at 15.  
 

2.4 RSPO: Increase in certificates, application for EC recognition and 
trademark 

Annual production capacity of sustainable palm oil certified by the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm 
Oil (RSPO) jumped over the 3,000,000 tonnes mark in September 2010, showing the steepest 
increase thus far since certification began in August 2008. With current global palm oil production 
projected to be about 46.6 million tonnes annually, approximately 6.4 percent of all palm oil 
production is now RSPO-certified, up from 3.2 percent just one year ago. Dutch palm oil traders and 
users pledged collectively to switch to 100% RSPO-certified sustainable palm oil in 2015, making 
the Netherlands the first to make such a commitment as a country. 
 
On September 10, the RSPO submitted two applications to the European Commission (EC) for 
recognition of the RSPO system and of the RSPO-RED system as a voluntary scheme under EU 
Renewable Energy Directive (EU-RED) requirements.  
 
At the RT8 conference in Jakarta in November, a new RSPO trademark was unveiled that will help 
consumers to find products with palm ingredients sourced within the framework of the Roundtable. 
Product manufacturers and retail companies will be able to apply for a license to print the new 
trademark on product packaging starting early 2011, when the rules for the use of the trademark will 
have been finalised.  
 

2.5 RTRS: Biofuels annex, definition of CoC and first auditors trained 

In order to obtain recognition of compliance with EU-RED from the European Commission, the 
Roundtable on Responsible Soy (RTRS) presented a biofuels annex containing the requirements of 
the EU-RED in August 2010. The biofuels annex will be optional for those farmers that produce soy 
for biofuels meant to be exported into the European Union. Once the biofuels annex is recognised as 
a voluntary scheme complying with the EU-RED, RTRS certified soy can be exported to any of the 
European Union member states as a feedstock for biofuels.  
 
The Supply Chain Certification Protocol Working Group of the RTRS agreed on a suitable and 
applicable Chain of Custody (CoC) model, in order to connect RTRS certified soy production with 
the global market maintaining its certified identity. The content of the RTRS Chain of Custody 
Model for the Mass Balance module was finalised in August and submitted to the European 
Commission.  
 
In September 2010, the RTRS carried out the first Lead Auditor Course on the RTRS Standard for 
Responsible Soy Production, Version 1.0. The training course was devised for auditors, certification 

http://www.iscc-system.org/index_eng.html
http://www.iscc-system.org/index_eng.html
http://www.rspo.org/
http://www.rspo.org/
http://www.responsiblesoy.org/
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and accreditation bodies, consultants and professionals with knowledge in auditing processes, 
certification standards and their assessment.  
 
 

3 International co-operation / projects 

3.1 Africa: Brazil and China in African biofuels projects 

In August, it was announced that Brazil is organising a partnership with China to manufacture 
biofuels in Africa, with production destined for the Chinese market. The country and project to be 
implemented in Africa had both yet to be chosen. Over the next few years, China plans to double 
renewable energy production, such as biofuels, solar and wind power, and plans with its project in 
partnership with Brazil to issue carbon credits.  
 

3.2 Malawi: Building a jatropha business 

TNT, the UN World Food Programme and local Malawian partner BERL (Bio energy Resources 
Ltd) are building a sustainable jatropha business in Malawi that will give local smallholder farmers a 
new cash crop to grow and harvest that will create a reliable source of income. The project aims to 
contribute to the alleviation of poverty and protection from food shortages, creation of an additional 
income for farmers, replacement of fossil fuel import with bioenergy production, compensation for 
CO2 emissions and prevention of deforestation.  
 
 

4 Conference highlights 

4.1 EUBIONETIII/IEA Bioenergy Task40 workshop on certification and 
sustainable supply chains, October 21st, Rome 

On October 21st, EUBIONETIII and IEA Bioenergy Task 40 jointly organised a workshop on 
‘International trade of bioenergy commodities: Experiences with certification and setting up 
sustainable supply chains’ in Rome. The workshop aimed to provide an overview of experiences 
regarding sustainability certification, to show concrete case studies of ongoing sustainable 
international supply chains, and to identify and discuss both opportunities to develop sustainable 
international supply chains and identify (policy) barriers to be overcome. 
 
 

5 Reports 

5.1 Copernicus Institute, Utrecht University: Overview of certification 
initiatives 

In de framework of IEA Bioenergy Task 40 on bioenergy trade, The Copernicus Institute of the 
Utrecht University in the Netherlands prepared a paper containing an overview of 67 ongoing 
certification initiatives to safeguard the sustainability of bioenergy (J. van Dam, M. Junginger, 
A.P.C. Faaij: From the global efforts on certification of bioenergy towards an integrated approach 
based on sustainable land use planning). Most recent initiatives are focused on the sustainability of 
liquid biofuels. Content-wise, most of these initiatives have mainly included environmental 

http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/news.php?ID=10025
http://www.movingtheworld.org/the_jatropha_project
http://www.eubionet.net/
http://www.bioenergytrade.org/
http://www.bioenergytrade.org/downloads/eubionetiiit40workshopsummaryrome.pdf
http://www.bioenergytrade.org/downloads/eubionetiiit40workshopsummaryrome.pdf
http://www.bioenergytrade.org/downloads/eubionetiiit40workshopsummaryrome.pdf
http://www.bioenergytrade.org/reports/reports/index.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VMY-50NB9R5-6&_user=1256216&_coverDate=12%2F31%2F2010&_alid=1555709052&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=6163&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=5&_acct=C00005
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6VMY-50NB9R5-6&_user=1256216&_coverDate=12%2F31%2F2010&_alid=1555709052&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=search&_origin=search&_zone=rslt_list_item&_cdi=6163&_sort=r&_st=13&_docanchor=&view=c&_ct=5&_acct=C00005
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principles. Despite serious concerns in various parts of the world on the socio-economic impacts of 
bioenergy production, these are generally not included in existing bioenergy initiatives. At the same 
time, the overview shows a strong proliferation of standards. The overview shows that certification 
has the potential to influence direct, local impacts related to environmental and social effects of 
direct bioenergy production.  
 

5.2 Friends of the Earth: Increasing land-use in Africa for biofuel exports 

Friends of the Earth published a report ‘Africa: Up For Grabs’ showing that the amount of land 
being taken in Africa to meet Northern countries’ increasing demand for biofuels is underestimated 
and out of control. The research, which looked at 11 African countries, found at least five million 
hectares of land is being acquired by foreign companies, especially from Europe and China, to 
produce biofuels mainly for Northern markets. However with official public information largely 
absent, current figures are likely to be only a snapshot and gross underestimates. The report reveals 
how local communities are having their land taken and there are few safeguards for local community 
land rights. 
 

5.3 IIED: Biofuels, land access and rural livelihoods in Mozambique 

The International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) published a report exploring 
the early impacts of the biofuels boom on access to land and on local livelihoods in Mozambique. In 
Mozambique, private investors have expressed growing interest in biofuel production. While this 
trend may create new livelihood opportunities, it may also undermine access to land and natural 
resources for rural people. This study draws on fieldwork on biofuel projects representing different 
business models for agricultural production.  
 

5.4 Norwegian University of Life Sciences: Impacts of biofuels for 
Mozambique 

The Norwegian University of Life Sciences published a study into ‘Biofuels, poverty, and growth: a 
computable general equilibrium analysis of Mozambique’. This paper assesses the implications of 
large-scale investments in biofuels for growth and income distribution in Mozambique. It suggests 
that biofuels can provide Mozambique with an opportunity to substantially enhance economic 
growth and poverty reduction. Biodiesel production benefits the poor more than ethanol production 
due to greater use of unskilled labour and the accrual of land rents to smallholders rather than 
plantation owners.  
 
 

http://www.foei.org/en/resources/publications/pdfs/2010/africa-up-for-grabs
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/12563IIED.pdf
http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/12563IIED.pdf
http://www.umb.no/statisk/ncde-2009/finn_tarp.pdf
http://www.umb.no/statisk/ncde-2009/finn_tarp.pdf
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6 Disclaimer 

This information bulletin was compiled by the Netherlands Programmes Sustainable Biomass, 
consisting of: 
• The Sustainable Biomass Import programme (by order of the Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
Agriculture and Innovation) 
• The Global Sustainable Biomass programme (by order of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
• The Daey Ouwens Fund (by order of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
 
These programmes are being executed by NL Energy and Climate (NL Agency). Although this 
information bulletin has been produced with the greatest possible care, NL Energy and Climate 
cannot be held responsible for any errors that it may contain. The bulletin does not reflect the 
opinions of NL Energy and Climate.  
 
For more information about the abovementioned programmes or for any questions or comments 
about this information bulletin, please contact duurzamebiomassamondiaal@agentschapnl.nl. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:duurzamebiomassamondiaal@agentschapnl.nl

